The chronological framework suggested by R. de Vaux for the settlement at Qumran is based almost exclusively upon the numismatic evidence, in conjunction with historical/literary considerations.
De Vaux divided the settlement of the sectarian community at Qumran into three phases, which he termed "Period Ia," "Period Ib," and "Period II." These "periods" were defined on the basis of stratigraphic and architectural evidence. In approximatc terms, de Vaux dated Period Ia to the third quarter of the second century BCE, Period Ib from the last quarter of the second century BCE to 31 BCE, and Period II from 4-1 BCE to 68 CE.' J This paper reexamines the evidence for the 30-plus year occupational gap postulated by de Vaux between Periods Ib and II. According to de Vaux, the end of Period Ib was marked by an earthquake and a fire. Evidence for earthquake damage was found throughout the settlement. It is perhaps clearest in the case of one of the cisterns (locus 49), where the steps and floor were split and the eastern half had dropped. The testimony of Flavius Josephus2 enabled de Vaux to pinpoint the date of this earthquake to 31 BCE. In addition to the earthquake damage, there was evidence for a fire in the settlement.
De Vaux concluded that the earthquake and fire were simultaneous, because it was the simplest solution, but he readily admitted that there was no evidence to confirm this. According to de Vaux, the buildings damaged by the fire and/or the earthquake were not repaired immediately. Because the water system ceased to be maintained, the site was flooded and silt accumulated up to a depth of 75 cm. It is important to note that the sediment overlay the layer of ash from the fire, indicating that the period of abandonment was subsequent to the fire (and that the two were presumably related).6 Following this period of abandonment, the site was cleared and reoccupied by the same community that had left it, as indicated by the fact that the general plan remained the same and the buildings were used for the same purposes as before. Most of the rooms were cleared out, with some debris dumped over the slopes of a ravine to the north of the site. Some of the damaged structures were strengthened, and a few were left filled with collapse and abandoned.' 7 de Vaux, Archaeology, 23-24. It is clear from this passage and others that there is a classic stratigraphic sequence at Qumran (i.e., horizontal layers of deposition one above the other), despite a recent claim to the contrary by .J.-B. Humbert, "L'espace sacre a Qumran," RB 101 (1994) 209. ' De Vaux, Archaeology, [24] [25] [26] [22] [23] [33] [34] 
